
The LARC Ham License Course for 2019 Last Edit: April 23, 2019

This document provides information about the 2019 Ham licence course presented by the London 
Amateur Radio Club (LARC). It will be updated as details are finalized for the course, and the date 
of the last change is in the top right corner of this page. You can find the latest version on the 
LARC website, and at nerdpit.ca/course-2019.pdf

If you have any questions, please contact the LARC Education Coordinator:
     Doug Elliott  VA3DAE
     email: canoe.eh@gmail.com  or instructor@larc.ca
     cell & text: (519) 630-8925

Goal of the Course

The goal of this course is to enable you to become a licensed amateur radio operator (also known 
as a “ham”), so you can take part in the wonderful world of ham radio. The license that you will 
receive after writing the exam is issued by the federal Canadian government, and is yours for life, 
with no additional fees. Along with the license comes your personal call sign, such as VA3DAE, 
used to identify you on the air.

To achieve this goal, you will need to read the assigned chapters in the study guide before each 
class, attend the classes where the instructor will review, reinforce and demonstrate the material, 
and test yourself periodically to ensure you have a good understanding of the topics you have 
studied.

Prerequisites

Age: There is no age limitation for Canadian Ham Licenses. We have had students from 11 to 81 
take the course and become active operators.

Citizenship: The is no requirement to be a Canadian citizen or a landed immigrant. Everyone is 
welcome.

Prerequisite training: There is no need for you to have any particular training before taking our 
course. You don’t have to be a math wizard, or have a technical background. Our course is longer 
than some other courses because we cover all the material from the ground up, making no 
assumptions.

We try to accommodate students with disabilities and have had successful students with visual 
impairments and learning disabilities. We can do the final exam orally if needed.
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Course Registration Process

Step 1 is to get on our student mailing list by providing your name and email address. This will 
allow you to get updated information as the course is finalized, and it allows us to get a rough idea 
of the number of students for planning purposes. You can do this by sending an email to the 
Education Coordinator identified at the beginning of this document.

Step 2 is to complete a simple registration form on the LARC website. Instructions on how to do 
this will be send by email, but it’s really straight forward. It consists of 5 simple questions, and is an 
easy way for us gather and record the information we need for practical purposes, including:

-calculating how many study guides to order
-verifying that we have the correct email address to communicate with you
-having the correct spelling of your name for your ham license application
-having a phone number for you in case we have to postpone a class on short notice.

This personal information is kept private, and will not be sold or displayed on any website.

Course Fee and What’s Included

The fee for the course is $100, payable in cash or by cheque to “The London Amateur Radio Club” 
at the first session of the course on September 7.  If you already have a copy of the official study 
guide, or don’t need one because you will be sharing with another student, the fee is reduced to 
$50.

The $100 fee includes the following:
-admission to the course and a seat at a table in the classroom
-a copy of the official study guide
-printing of exam materials and administration of the exam
-submission of exam results and license application to Industry, Science and Economic
  Development Canada (ISED)
-a one year membership for the London Amateur Radio Club
-membership includes coverage by the club’s liability insurance for club activities
-access to the club’s radio station at the 427 Wing near the airport

Class Times and Location

The course consists of 13 sessions on Saturday mornings from 9AM to noon. They run from 
September 7, the Saturday after Labour day, to December 7, excluding the Thanksgiving holiday 
weekend. The first session is a general introduction and overview of ham radio, and the last 
session, December 7, is the exam. The full schedule is shown at the end of this document.

This year the course will be held in a large meeting room at Trinity Lutheran church, 746 Colborne 
Street, at the corner of Oxford. We’ll send out a map when we get close to the first class.



Instructors and Readings

The sessions are run by senior members of the club, and most have been teaching their course 
topics for years. Many are active or retired teachers as well as experienced Ham operators. They 
are unpaid volunteers, and their motivation is the excitement of introducing new people to Ham 
radio.

Is is very important to note that although the instructors review, reinforce and demonstrate the 
material for their topic, they don’t necessarily teach all of the content. It is critical that students 
read the study guide chapter(s) in advance, and be prepared to ask questions on any parts they
didn’t understand.

Each class will include:
-a review of the previous class, in the form of a short quiz
-sample questions typical of what will be on the exam
-student completion of a brief class evaluation form to give us feedback on the sessions

We try to include some “hands on” activity with demonstrations, passing around parts or 
equipment, videos, etc.

Each student will also be asked to sign up for a 2 hour evening demonstration session at the club 
station where real radio equipment will be examined, explained, and used to make actual contacts.

Final Exam and License Application

The final examination consists of 100 multiple choice questions, each with 4 possible answers. The
questions are drawn from a prepared question bank of about 975 questions which are published, 
along with the correct answers.

Morse code is no longer required to qualify for a ham licence, but to compensate, the pass mark 
was elevated. A pass is 70%, and honours is 80%. If you get honours, you get a special license 
that gives you access to the international frequencies - this is strongly recommended.

You can write practice tests on each chapter of the study guide, and full practice exams drawn from
the same question bank as the real exam. This is an excellent way to see if you’re ready for the 
exam, and to find out what topics you need to spend more time on. Self testing is also strongly 
recommended.

The exam process is conducted by volunteer examiners certified by ISED. They will mark the 
exam, and using information you have provided, submit your exam mark and license application to 
ISED. One thing you will need to do is choose an available call sign to identify yourself, which is 
part of the application. You can check which ones are available on a government website. Students
generally have their license within a week of the exam, and can then go on the air.



More Information on Ham Radio

There are several ways you can find out more about Ham radio:

1) Have a look at the London Amateur Radio Club website:  http://LARC.ca

2) Have a look at our Facebook page:
             https://www.facebook.com/London-Amateur-Radio-Club-LARC-617818898268534/

3) If you’d like to learn more about ham radio, there’s no better way than to chat with hams. You’re 
welcome to join our weekly breakfast get together (“Hams and Eggs”) Saturday mornings at the 
Mary’s Place restaurant in the Eastown Mall. There are friendly ham radio people there from 8:30 
to 10:30 at the back of the restaurant, and it's a great place to chat about ham radio. (If you can get
a word in edgewise.)

4) Come out to our club station and see ham radio in action. The Station is located at the 427 Wing
near the airport. There’s a map on our website, or you can feed this address into your GPS:
 427 Wing, 2155B Crumlin Road North London, Ont. (Lat/long = 43.033766, -81.1589447). 
The best time to come out is Saturdays between 9:00 and 1:00. (Even better, come to breakfast 
first, then follow the crowd to “the Wing”)

5) come out to our club meetings at the Wing (address above). You don’t have to be a member or 
even a licensed ham to come and listen to our guest speaker and chat with members of the ham 
radio community. It's at 7:30 PM on the first Thursday of the month (except for July and August) 
and details and topics are posted on our website. It’s always a fun evening.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

What if I have to miss a session?   Many students miss one or two sessions for various reasons. 
This isn't usually a problem, as long as you: 

• read the assigned chapters in the study guide carfefully
• review the PowerPoint presentation, and any handouts that are provided
• do the online review tests on the chapter(s) you missed
• bring up any problem areas with the instructors, who are glad to help.

What if I already have the Study Guide? The course fee includes $50 for the Study guide, which is 
essentially our cost. If you already have the Study Guide, we will reduce the fee by $50. 

Is there a yearly renewal fee once I get my ham license? No, your license is yours for life, with no 
additional fees. However, we'd love to have you join the London Amateur Radio Club, which does 
have a low yearly membership fee. The first year is free as part of the course. 

Should I buy a radio before the course? What you learn in the course will help you understand 
what kinds of radios there are, and what features to look for. We don’t recommend getting a radio 
before the course unless you’re getting assistance from an experienced ham.

I live in an apartment / condo. Can I still do Ham radio? Absolutely. Lots of Hams live in high rises. 
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The Course Schedule

London Amateur Radio Club, 2019 Ham License Course

Date Topic Location Instructor

Sep 07 1 Introduction and Overview  

Sep 14 2 Current, Voltage, Resistance 
Mike Cook

3 Ohms Law, Power

Sep 21 4 Mike Cook

Sep 28 5 Waves, wavelength, frequency & bands
Mike Cook

6 Propagation

Oct 05 7 Transmission Lines
Mitch Powell

8 Antennas

Oct 12 No Class - Thanksgiving Weekend    NO CLASS

Oct 17 9 Mark Bramwell

Oct 26 10 Power Supplies Mark Bramwell

11 Establishing & equipping a ham station Doug Elliott

Nov 02
12 Routine Operation of an amateur station

Nov 09 13 Modulation and Transmitters Dave McCarter

Nov 16 14 Receivers Dave McCarter

Nov 23 16 Safety
Mike Watts

17 Regulations

Nov 30 15 Radio Frequency Interference Mike Watts

Dec 07 Exam 100 Multiple Choice Questions Examiners

Chapter 

Trinity Lutheran 
Church

Doug Elliott,
& guests

Trinity Lutheran 
Church

Inductors, Capacitance, transformers, 
reactance, impedance, resonance

Trinity Lutheran 
Church

Trinity Lutheran 
Church

Trinity Lutheran 
Church

* no 
class *

active devices, diodes, transistors, and 
tubes

Trinity Lutheran 
Church

Trinity Lutheran 
Church

Trinity Lutheran 
Church

Jim Spicer
Tom Pillon
Dave Lambert

Trinity Lutheran 
Church

Trinity Lutheran 
Church

Trinity Lutheran 
Church

Trinity Lutheran 
Church

Trinity Lutheran 
Church


